
What is Free Intelligent Conversation?
Free Intelligent Conversation (FreeIC) is a nonprofit organization that 
facilitates meaningful conversations between strangers in public places. 
Since 2013, we have held 132 domestic and international events.

How do you start these conversations?
We go to public places and hold up signs that read “Free Intelligent 
Conversation” inviting people to talk about anything and everything. The 
conversations are then kicked-off using FreeIC Question Cards that have 
open-ended questions focused on bringing out individual stories.

Why are we doing this?
We believe that an intelligent conversation takes place when people 
seek to learn from each other. We want to create public spaces 
where intellectual growth is tied to interpersonal connection. The 
process of sharing experiences encourages individuals to connect 
on an interpersonal level where polarizing positions are difficult to 
maintain. And it is in this depolarized space that individuals are able to 
experience the value of viewpoint diversity. 

Bring FreeIC to your Community
Free Intelligent Conversation works with FreeIC Leads to champion 
productive, meaningful conversations around the world.

FreeIC Leads are ambassadors and supporters of the movement, who help 
bring Free Intelligent Conversation to their cities and universities—they 
plan, coordinate, and participate in FreeIC outings and events. FreeIC 
Leads are provided with everything they’ll need to orchestrate outings, 
including: signs, question cards, training, community, and marketing for all 
their outings.

Learn how you can become a FreeIC Lead at freeic.org/apply

Dr. Cornel West

Empathy, compassion, and 
collaboration are lacking in today’s 
modern culture. A group of individuals 
have taken it upon themselves to 
encourage a culture that possesses 
these virtues as its core values. 
Please support Free Intelligent 
Conversation (FreeIC) as they go 
from city to city challenging people of 
any and all backgrounds to exchange 
thoughts, passions, and experiences 
through the seemingly forgotten art of 
face to face conversation.

“

Jonathan Haidt
Social psychologist at 
NYU-Stern

Heterodox Academy

So much of my work is about how to 
help people communicate across lines 
of difference. FreeIC has hit upon a 
simple formula that really works. You 
can just share ideas, honestly.“
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My time spent in Chicago and Atlanta 
with that powerful little sign allowed 
me to hear the unique life experiences 
of countless people from all walks of 
life and in turn has changed the way I 
view people individually and the world 
as a whole.

“
Dwange Haskins
Atlanta, GA 

Free Intelligent Conversation has made 
me smile, think, and feel strong. It 
broadens my optimism and deepens 
my openness to the world and its 
people.“

Olivia Ruiz-Knott
Boston, MA

If happiness was the 
national currency, 
what kind of work 
would make you rich?
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Q:

At what time in your 
recent past have you 
felt most passionate 
and alive?
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Q:
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